READ ME FIRST {11

Please read carefully BEFORE using yvour new Summil Viper Ulira Climbing
Treestand.

Congratulations! You have purchased the finest commercially available
treestand on the market today, Summit Climbing Treestands are designed and
bunlt 1o provide vears of trouble-free, successiul hunting with & mimimuoem of
miuntenance and care  They are certified 1o meet the requirements ol the
Treestand Manufacturers Association (TMA ) Standards. This booklet 15 pro-
vided to you to cutling the recommended use, care and maintenance of your
Summit elimbing treestand

BEFORE USING ANY TREESTAND, BE SURE YOU USE A SAFETY
HARNESS EVERY TIME YOU CLIMB! 1!

DO NOT USE THIS OR ANY OTHER TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE
BEEN USING DRUGS OR ALCOHOL OR ARE PHYSICALLY
IMPAIRED IN ANY WAY!

FOR YOUR SAFETY, DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND DURING
STORMS, WHEN TREES ARE WET OR ICY, OR ON TREES THAT
ARE LEANING OR THAT APPEAR DEAD OR DISEASETY

DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE NOT FOLLOWED
THE MANUFACTURERS CARE AND MAINTENANCE GUIDE-
LINES!

NEVER ALLOW THE SAFETY HARNESS TETHER TO GET UNDER
OR AROUND YOUR NECK!

ITIS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REMEMBER TO BE PREPARED IF
YOU HAPPEN TO FALL AND EMPLOY YOUR SAFETY HARNESS
WHILE IN A TREESTAND, STAY CALM AND DO NOT PANIC. YOU
MUST BE PREPARED TO RECOVER FROM YOUR FALL BY
EITHER CLIMBING BACK ONTO YOUR TREESTAND OR USING A
DEVICE SUCH AS THE “TREE DESCENDER™ (AVAILABLE FROM
SUMMIT, 256 3533-0634) OR A SCREW-IN-STEP. ALSO, SEE SEC-
TION ON HARNESS SUSPENSION AND YOUR SUMMIT HARNESS
INSTRUCTIONS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND UNLESS YOU ARE IN GOOD
PHYSICAL SHAPE. THE ABILITY TO DO SEVERAL PUSH-UPS,
CHIN-UPS, SIT-UPS, ETC. IS REQUIRED FOR YOUR SAFETY!

FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE SERI-
OUS INJURY OR DEATH!!

PRIOR TO HUNTING, YOU MUST NOTIFY SOMEONE OF YOUR
HUNTING LOCATION AND WHEN YOU WILL RETURN!

NOTE: Weight limit for these treestands is 300 [hs, Tree Ske: 87 1o 207

Before each use of vour Summil treestand, ALWAYS inspect the treestand for
any structural damage, cracks, cable wear or abrasion that may have oceurred
in transporting your treestand. The only assembly required 15 the attachmem

i where applicable ) of the comfort pads, un rest or footrest described i the
Attaciments seetion of this bookley

Seetion 1. Use of the Viper Ultra Climbing Treestand

Part 1. Adtachment (o the trie
A, Attach the base platform to the tree first. To do this, pull down and hold the
Gk Draw cable spring, as shown i Figure 1. This will release the locking
tab from the cable, allowing you to remove it from the cable bracket
B. Take cne end of the cable and begin to shde 1t down into the wbing, as
shown in Figure 2. Once the cable is easily shding into the tubing (it helps o
bend the cable upward while pushing down on it), vou are ready to place 1t
its fimal position
C. Pull the eable towards the back of the tree and “seat” ane of the cable staps

agarnst the back of the bracket, as shown in Figure 3. The QuickDraw cable
spring will “lock” o place belund one of the cable stops

Your cable bracket should now look like Figure 4. IMPORTANT: [f the
QuickDraw cable spring does mot lock into place behind the cable stap, you
must eontact Summit immediately 1o obtain the proper corrective action. DO
NOT USE THE TREESTAND!

E. I necessary, 2o 10 the other side of the tee and positon the other end of the
cable by repeating the steps of pulling the ChuckDraw cable spring, shding the
cable o the wbing, and assuning that the QuickDraw cable sprnng has locked
o position,

NETE: The sole purpose of the plastie coating on the cable is o elimmate
nonse After some use yvou may nobice some ahrasions, peeling or possibly cuts
i the coating. This coshing docs not affect the performance or safety of vour
treestand. 1t 15 there to eliminste unnecessary nonse when sliding the cable
down mto the ubing DO NOT USE THE CABLE IF IT HAS BROKEN
OR DAMAGED METAL STRANDS! Call immediately to order a replace-
ment,

To ensure that vour YViper Ultra is level w
the height at which vou wall be hunting,
abserve the relative change in the tree diame-
ter between the base of the tree and the final
treestand height, 1t is very important to
adjust the Viper Ulira base platform and seat
at the base of the tree such that the treestand
base platform will be level at the height vou
hunt. Trees commonly found m swamp or
marsh areas have a tendency toswell at therr
base, and these may require a grenter starting
angle in order for vour treestand to be level
at the same hunting height as compared toa
normally tapered tree
Lisuallv, the front edge of the treestand (the
edge away from the tree) should be 4-6 inch-
es higher than the edge apainst the tree (See
Figure 5) The Viper Ultra Seat (the seat
climber) attaches above the standing plat-
form. The Viper Ultra Seat should also have
the same basic angle as the treestand before
you begin to climb. The standing platform
and climber MUST BE attached 1o each
other with the tether rope provided. as shown
in Figure 6.

Part 2. Climbing with the Viper Ultra,

Step 1. MNow that your platform and
Yiper Ultra Seat are attached to the tree, yvou
are ready to chimb 1t is MANDATORY
that you use a satety hamess as vou climb
Be sure to read the satety hamess instruc-
tions for proper use of your safety hamess.
Simply attach the safety line 10 the treg
above the Viper Ultra Seat and secure il 1o
the harness For climbing, as shown in Figure
.

Step 2. Loosen the footstrap assembly by
releasing the spring lever buckle and sliding the green webbing through it until
you have plenty of room for vour boot to it it Step onto the weestand, placmg
eme foot in each foot strap and tghten the strap aver vour boots by pulling on
the free end of the green strap YOU MUST pull the elastic heel cord around
the back of your boot, as shown in Figure 8. At this pont 1T 15 REQUIRED
THAT YOU attach vour safety harmess 1o the safety line around the tree
Hook the seal back elastie cord {bunge) hooks as shown in Figure 9 1o kesp
secure during the chimb

Step 3. To bemn climbmg, rarse your Vipes Ulira Seat up o just below
warst heght, re-engage the climber, sit on the padded bar and grasp the upnght
arms very firmly as shown in Figure 10,

Step 4. With all of your weight on the padded bar, disengage the platfom
iby rotating the edee agamst the tree down ) and it the treestand plaiform, as
shown in Figoree 11,

Step 5. To re-engage the Viper Ultra platform, simply rotate the edge back




agamst the wee upwards, as shown in Figore 12. DO NOT JUMP OR
BOUNCE ON THE PLATFORM to attemipt to canss it to “dig™ into the free
[t 15 not necessary and may cause you to inadvertently disengage the platform,

Step 6. Now gase vour weight onto the platform (1o ensure that your have
not placed it on an unseen knot or limb on the backside of the tree), then slide
vour safety harness rope op the tree and repeat steps 3-6.

DO NOT TIP YOUR WEIGHT ONTO YOUR TOES unless you are ready
to move the platform because this will tend to disengape the platform from the
mee. The mdividual foot and heel straps are located in such a position tha

caual distribution of weight will secure the platform to the tree while climbinge.

IMPORTANT NOTE: MO NOT USE the Summit Viper Ultra without o
Summit Viper Ulira Seat or other climber. A climber, especially the Summit
Viper Ulira Seat, is designed to aid vou in the correct aperation of the tree-
stand while chinbing by keeping vour weight away from the tree. The Viper
Ultra Seat is also built so that it fts seeureky with the platform of the treestand
for carmying.

Part 3. Using the Viper Ultra Seat.
When vou get to vour hunting hesght (do not chimb higher than 15 feet; it s
unnecessary ) and have assured that your treestand 18 level, position vour Viper
Ulteran Seat shightly below waist level (shghtly lower will be more comlomable
buit Tngher makes for less movement when vou stand. )

A Wrap the supplied strap with the spring lever buckle around the tree and
seal frame, as shown m Figare 13, Securgly tighten the strap to prevent the
notched v-bar from losing comtact with the ree,

B. Unhook the bunge cord that held the seal back rest secure while vou were
climbing. Position the seat back rest by wrapping each end of the bunge cord
around the chimbang cable and hooking the two hooks wepether, as shown in
Figure 14, The bunge cord will prevent the
seal backrest from allng forwards if you
stand .

C. With your safety harness attached to the
ree above the Viper Ultra Seat, reach down
and refease the heel cords on the treestand
and slide your feel out of the straps.

Positicn vour safety bamess comfortably and
carefully sit down,

The Wiper Ultra Seat will provide maximum
contfor when the seat pad is near honzontal
rather than tipped down in the fronr. The
seat height can be easily rased { for bowhunt-
mn# o Inwer-ed { for b:m hunting ) by ﬂttjll-'i[-

o1 (See Figurt 15} N(‘.lTF+ This adjust-
ment should be made while on the ground.
Bath sides must be adjusted equally sothe
seal is lavel side to side. Sliding the two
seat=support straps forward or backwards
gives additional comfort adjusiment

the platform by lifting and opping the top edge closest to the tree downward
and then lower the platform {see Figure 10 agam),

Step 5. To re-engage, rotate the top edpe of the treestand closest to the tree
upwards. Now carefully place your weight back on the treestand. DO NOT
JUMP OR BOUNCE ON THE PLATFORM to attempt to cause it to “dig”
mto the tree. 1t is not necessany and may
cause vou to inadvertently disengape the
platform.

Step 6. Slide vour safety harness rope
down to about chest heieht and repeat steps
36 until vou have reached the bottom of the
free

Part 5. Carrving the Viper Ultra,
A, The Viper Ultra and Viper Ultra Seat are
lightweight and easy (o camy as one unil.
AL To combine the Viper Ulira Seat and
Viper Ultra Platform, place the Yiper Ulira
Seat frame topside up on the ground as
shown in Figure 18,
B. Take the Viper Ultra Platform (in the
same orentation as it would be on a tree ) and
keeping it Dat, shide the Viper Ultm Platform
s0 that 1s upright braces and cable moes nexi
o the Viper Uira Platform side braces and
cable as shown in Figure 19, The upnght
cortifort pads should be pushed up toward the

Part 4. Climbing Down with the Viper
Ulera.

To elimb down the tree afier hunting, follow
these steps:

Step 1. Reattach vour treestand platform
to vour feet (keep vour safety hamess
securely attached to the tree until reacling
the ground) by using the procedure in Part
2, Climbing with the Viper Ultra.

Step 2. Discomnect the elastic cord that
has been holding the Viper Ulira Seat in
place and fold the seat up. Secure the back-
rest and seat as shown in Figure 16.
Disconmect the strap that has held the seat in
place against the tree

Step 3. Place the Viper Ultra Seat at
about knee level, sit on the padded bar, and
grasp the upright arms as vou did in elimb-
g (see Figure 17).

Step 4. While firmly grasping the Viper Ultra Seat upright arms, disengage

cable,

. Both sides of the Viper Lilira Platform
V-bar should be against the side braces of
the Viper Ultra Seat

1. Secure the Viper Ulira seat to the
Viper Ulira with the green strap with the
tournigquet buckle. This will prevent the
Viper Ultra and Viper Ultra Seat from
making nedse as vou hike to your hunting
location.

E. Use the backpack straps to camy the
unit as shown in Figure 20,

Section 4. Maintenance and Care

Beeanse of the quality construction tech-
niques used im manufacturing, vour
Sumimit treestand is very durable under
normal hunting conditions. However,
since all hunting equipment that is
exposed to the elements requires some maintenance and care, the following
guidelines for caring for your treestand should be nsed.

DO NOT leave your treestand outdoors when it is not being used. Ay tubing




that is allowed fo fill with ramwater and
freeze will mupture or burst. O NOT use
your tregstand if this happens. [Fyour tree-
stand is exposed to the elements; it is neces-
sary to cover the seat 1o prevent raim and
moisture from saturating the matenial. This
will extend the life of the seat material as
well as make it more comfortable the next
tume it is used

The powder coat finish that is applied at the
factory is very durable and should need
touch ups only in areas of heavy wear or
accidental impact.

Should yvou damage any part of yvour Summit
treestand. contact your nearest authonzed
Summit dealer or the factory to obwain the
proper corective sction procedore and/or
replacement parts for the treestand.
Unauthorized repairs, modifications, or alter-
ations will void the warranty and could
degrade the imtegmty of the treestand.

You must perform periodic mspections of
the treestand for damage. DO NOT use the
treestand if ANY obvious or suspected dam-
aged 15 observed. It is VERY IMPOR-
TANT to inspect the cable on your climbing
treestand (o ensire that there is no sigm of
fraved. damaged or broken strands. IFANY
such damage 15 noticed, you must replace
vour cable IMMEDIATELY. Replacement
covers for the cable are also avinlable,
NOTE: The plastic coating on the cable
serves VLY as anoise reducer, Over time
your cable cover will begin 1o wear. This is
nrmal,

Look for nicks, pouges. culs,
cracks. bends, comosion or sirmlar damage
that can be the result of improper use or acci-
dental damoeg, For mstance, ths could
oceur il semeone else used the treestand
withoul knowledge of its proper use, orifthe
treestand were dropped, or Tt by a motor
wehicle, or subjected 1o commosive conditions,
ete. Swmmil freestands have the highest
structural integrity by design, material
selection and manufactuning techniques,
Bt s 115 ewner, only your contmued care
will assure trouble free performance

When the above-mentioned guidelines
are followed, your Summil treestand will
provide years of suceessful hunting,

Section 5. Adjustments

The anly adjustiments that may be
required on vour Summit reestand would
D the backpack straps or seat height

To loosen the backpack straps, simply
pull up on the thumb tabs. To tighten
them, pull down on the tag ends of the
straps. This can be done before or atter
the treestand 15 on your back.

The seat height can be adjusted by means
of the 3-bar slides on the seat straps, This
adjustment should be made while on the

Fig. 17|

aroumnd aned both sides must be adjusted equally so the seat 15 level side 1o side

{See Figure 15 in earlier sections of these instructions for details).

Section 6. Attachments
Comfort Pads. The camouflaged foam comfort pads for the bars can be easily
attached for additional comfort,

U the Viper Ulera attach the shon
comfort pads to the angled upright bars
#s shown in Figure 21, Two cable ties
per pad s sufficient. The cable ties
should be attached as shown m the fig-
ure above. Note the right and wrong
wiys of attaching.  Pull the cable ties
smug, cut off the excess, and rotate the
clasp to the underside of the pad. Then
place the long piece of comfort pad

over the front of the seat bar, with equal
lengths extending on each side and with
the opeming down, Then attach a plas-
fic tie on each end and one on cach side
of the bar in front as shown in the fg-
ure o secure it similar 1o that described
for the upnight bars.

Foot Rest (for Viper Ultra). To attach
the footrest to the Viper Ultra platform,
first determine that all hardware is
available. Included should be two (2)
1i4=20 % 1 12 long cap screws, two
(2) 1/4-20 locknuts, and six (6} plastic
flanged bushings. [nsen two of the plas-
e Mlanged bushings into cach side of the
twi holes in the two ends of the footrest.
Insart the remainimg two bushings into
the holes in each of the two brackets on
the platform such that the flange is on the
inboard side of the platform as shown in
the fipure, MNext msert the bolts through
the bushings on the footrest and into the
bushing on the bracket. After installmg
thie s i the bolts, tghten them so that
there’s a mimimum of side-to-side play,
NOTE: If the nuts are too tght. they will
have a endency to squeak. 10 so, qust
loasen the nuts 12 tum

Grun Rest (for Viper Ultra). To attach
the gun rest 1o the Viper Ulira Séat bar,
first detertmine that all hardware 15 avail-
able Included should bea L-
shaped bracket, four (4) plastic
flanged bushings, a 1/4-20 x 37
lomg cap screw and a 1/4-20
threaded plastic knalb,

Unfasten a portion (approxi-
mately 875 of the camouflage
comiorl pad in the center of the
sepd bar and slide the bracket onto the bar with the opening away [rom (he iree
and the holes aligned vernically. Insert two of the plastic flanged bushings into
the two holes in the end of the gun rest. Tnsert the other two plastic Manged
bushimgs mto the outside of the U-shaped bracket as shown in the figure
ahove, The end of the gun rest containing the bushings should then be placed
undemeath the bracket so that the holes are aligned. The screw should then be
inseried through the holes and the plastic knob installed and tightened

Section 7. Tips

You will easily learm how 1o use your Summit treestand more efficiently and
miake it more effective for vour hunting,

With proper practice you can leam to level your platform withow climbing
down 1o re-position the cable. Pulling the cable against the backside of the
tree while vou're supportimg the plarform with your fegs can do this. While the
cable is against the tree, position the platform level and engage the front edoe
against the tree. This puts a slight bend in the cable while keeping the plat-
form level, Only minor level adjustment, however, can be made using this
technique. { The video shows this technigque),

Sometimes on a cold, dry, hard bark free a rubbing neise can be produced at



the scalloped edge that engages the tree. This
comes from friction forces. 1t can be elimi-
nated a couple of wavs. First, simply re-posi- |
tioning your platform slightly will in most
cases elinmnate the noise. Second. a liguid or
candle/bowstning wax can be applied at the
intersection of the tree and the scalloped K
edge to reduce the fiction. Also, using a file
to remove the fimsh and slightly upset
{roughen) the smoath metal surface
contact points on the seallops can
eliminate the noise.

Changing your sitting position can
rehieve muscle stress and reduce
fatigue. This will allow a longer hunt
and perhaps an opportumity for a shot
Although 1t must be done slewly and
quietly, repositiomng and changing
the height of vour seat by rassing or
lowing the seat frame just & couple 1f
inches could make a difference. This
changes the ]1ip 1o knee anglﬂ: Mivang
the seat straps, again slowly and quiet-
Iy, forward or backward on their sup-
port bar will alter the sitting positon
also. Being eomfortable wall resull in
no movement and reduce being detect-
ed by game either from sight or from
sound,

Plastic Cable Ties

Flanged
bushing
this side

Section 8. Harness Suspension

It is necessary and very important that
someone knows vour hunting location
and time of retum. [tis also very impor- |
tant that vou carry (on your person}
emergency communication devices such
as & cell phone, two-way radio, whistle,
signal flare or preferably a PLD
{Persenal Locator Device, FCC
approved July, "03), When tnggered, &

Flanged

PLD will transmit an emergency signal bUShiﬂg
to local rescue teams identify ing vour f ,
location via satellite GPS coordinates. this side

{Wilderness outfitters and the intermet are scurces for these PLID's),
Suspension trauma or blood poaling can oceur when suspended motionless in
a harmess for some penod of nme which can Tead fo unconscicusness. [F YOL
HAVE TO HANG IN THE TREE BEFORE HELP ARRIVES, YOU NEED
TO EXERCISE YOUR LEGS BY PUSHING OFF FROM THE TREE OR
AMNY OTHER MOTION THAT WILL EXERCISE YOUR LEGS

In the unfortunate stuation that A ) no one knows vour location, B} your com-
mumication efforts are exhansted, and C) vou're confident that vou have the
strength, dextenity and ability to perform self-extraction and I you decide this
as your “absolute last resort”, you must wse extreme caution i you decide 1

JUIMITED WARRANTY

attempt it 11 is necessary to carry a device 1o assist with self-extraction
Simple devices such as screw-in steps or a rope “Tree Descender” (Summit)
will allow removing your weight from the harness to enable either A) return to
the reestand/Tadder/chimbing steps or B) slowly descend the tree. There is
also o device called the FallGuy Descender introduced in (45 to assist with
descending (Phone 866 477-6723 or www fall guysafety.com)

Good Hunting and Hunt Safe.

HUNT TOMORROW...
- USE YOUR SAFETY HARNESS TODAY
{ 20605)

{A) Warranty

Summit Treestands, LLC {Summit) warrants 10 the original retanl purchaser
that all products manufactured by it are free from defects m material and
imanufaeture al the time of shipmenl for sixty (80) months from the date of
purchase. Sumout wall repamr or replace any pan found defectivea ! the unit
clamed 1o be defective shall be returned to Summit, postage prepand, wathim
the warranty penod

This warranty shall not apply to any product which has been subjected 10
misuse; misapplication, neglect (including but not limited to mproper mam-
tenance), accident, improper installation, modification {including but not
limited to use of unauthorized parts or attachments), adjustment, or repair.
THE FOREGOING [S IN LIEU OF ALL OTHER WARRANTIES,
WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED {(INCLUDING THOSE OF MER-
CHANTIABILITY AND FITNESS OF ANY PRODUCT FOR A PARTIC-
ULAR PURPOSE). AND OF ANY OTHER OBLIGATION OR LIABILL-
TY ON THE PART OF THE COMPANY.

(B) Limitation of Liability

It is expressly understood that Summit's liability for its products. whether
due to breach of warranty, negligence, simet liability, or otherwise, s limited
to the repair of the product, as stated above, and Summit will not be hable
for any other injury. loss, damage. or expense, whether direct or consequen-
tial, including but not limited 1o loss of use, income, profit, or damage to
material, arising in connection with the sale, installation, use of, mability to
use, or the repair or replacement of, Summlt's producis

Summit reserves the neht to make alterations or modifications in 1ts prod-
ucts atany time, which in its opimon, may mmprove the performance and
cfficiency of the product. Tt shall not be abhigated to make such alterations
or modifications to products already 1n serace

Please fill out the warranty card below and return to:

SUMMIT TREESTANDS, LLC
715 Summit Drive

Decatur, AL 35601
www.snmmitstands.com
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Warranty Card for Summit Treestand

Please complete and return within
Treestand Purchased: __ Viper Ultra

Omvners Name
City

State Z1P

|5 days from date of purchase

Street Address

Phone {

Dai-: Purchased Purchased From (Dealer Name)

You heard about us through:  Magazine Advertisement _ Video

__Other- Please explain

Price $
_ Friend _ I purchased your catalog




