FEsrata

SPECIALTIES, INC.

Treestand Instruction Booklet

You MUST also view the enclosed video “Strategies from Above” before using your new treestand.

2000
BUSHMASTER XL, COBRA XL
VIPER XL, VIPER XTREME XL

NOTE: The dimples at the ends of the grip strips are INTENTIONAL . '.

due to our manufacturing process. They DO NOT effect the structure
i

of your new treestand. Good Hunting!



READ ME FIRST !

Please read carefully BEFOHE using your new

Congratulations! You have purchased the {inest commercially
available freestand on the markel tcday. The Bushmaster XL
Climbing Treestand is designed and built 10 provide years of trouble-
free, successful hunting with a minimum of maintenance and care.

It is certified to meet lhe requirements of the Treestand

Manufacturers Association (TMA) Standards. This booklet is provid-

ed o you to outline the recommended use, care, and maintenance of
your Bushmaster XL climbing treestand.

* BEFORE USING ANY TREESTAND, BE SURE YOU WEAR A
SAFETY BELT OR HARNESS EVERY TIME YOU CLIMB! ! !

*« DO NOT USE THIS OR ANY OTHER TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE
BEEN USING DRUGS OR ALCOHOLOR ARE PHYSICALLY
IMPAIRED IN ANY WAY!

« FOR YOUR SAFETY, DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND DURING
STORMS, WHEN TREES ARE WET OR ICY, OR ON TREES
THAT ARE LEANING OR THAT APPEAR DEAD OR DISEASED.,

+ DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE NOT FOLLOWED
THE MANUFACTURERS CARE AND MAINTENANCE GUIDE-
LINES!

¢ FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE
SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH!!

NOTE: Weight limit for this treestand is 300 Ibs.
Use of the Bushmaster XL Climbing Treestand

Before each use of your Bushmaster XL freestand, ALWAYS inspect
lhe treestand for any structural damage, cable wear or abrasion that
may have cccurred in transporting your treestand. The only assem-
bly required is the attachment of the high traction strips and comfert
pads, described in the later section {Attachments) of this bcokiet.

It is strongly recommended that you inflate the air-pillow seat before
climbing.
Locate the red oral inflation valve at the fabric opening in the corner
of the seat {or backrest).
Open the valve by gently pulling out the slem {smail diameter
grcoved top) from the valve hody by using either a very firm finger
grip or by using your ieelh
Inflate to the desired amount and then push the stem top back to
seal the ar.
Do not inflate to more than half of full volume. Only a small amount
of inflation is needed for comfortable cushioning. Encugh inflation (o
prevent feeling the suppont straps is sufficient and provides the soft-
est seat. Over inflation makes the seat less comforiable because it
becomes harder and il tends to 1ake a more rounded shape.
Part 1. Attachment to the tree. t
A. Altach the base platform to the ; L‘
tree first. To do this, rotate the
hatch cover oul of (he way, as r T
shown in Figure 1,
B. Take one end of lhe cable and
begin to slide it down into the
tubing, as shown in Figure 2.

(]
Qnce the cable is easily sliding inlo

the tubing (it helps 1o bend the :

cable while pushing il), you are ready to place it in its nal
position.

C. Pull ihe cable towards the back of
the tree and seat one of the cable
stops against the back of lhe
bracket, as shown in Figure 3.

D. YOCU MUST rotate the hatch cover
back over the bracket so that it
locks into place, as shown in
Figure 4. If the hatch cover does
not lock or snap i place.
squeeze it fogether while in the
open position to assure it remains snapped in place when
rotated over the brackel.

E. If necessary. go to the olher side
of the tree and position the other
end of the cable by repealing the
steps of opening the hatch
cover, sliding the cable into the
tubing, and locking the hatch
cover back inte posilion,

MOTE: The sole purpose of the plas-

tic coating on the cable is o elimi-

nate noise. Afier some use you may notice some abrasions, peeling

or possibly cracking of the coating. This m\ ‘

coating does not affect the performance
or safety of your treestand. Itis there to
eliminate unnecessary noise when slid-

ing the cable down into the tubing.

To ensure that your Bushmaster XL
is level at the height al which you will be
hunting, observe the relative change in
ihe tree diameter between the base of
the tree and the final treestand height. It is very important to adjust
the Bushmaster XL base platform and seat at the base of the iree
such that the treestand base platform will be leve! at the height you
hunt. Trees commonly found in swamp or marsh areas have a len-
denoy to swell at their base, and these may reguire a greater starting
angle in order fer your lreesland to be level at the same hunting
height as compared to a normally tapered
tree.

Usually, the front edge of the treestand
{the edge away from the tree) should be 4-6
inches higher than the edge against the tree
(See Figure 5}, The Bushmaster XL Seat
(the seat climber) attaches above the stand-
ing platform. The Bushmaster XL Seat should also have the same
basic angle as the treestand before you beqgin to climb. The sland-
ing platfiorm and climber MUST BE attached to one another with the
tether rope provided. as shown in Figure 6.

Part 2. Climbing with the
Bushmaster XL.

Step 1. Now that your platform and
Bushmaster XL Seat are altached to the
tree, you are ready to climb. Itis reguired
that you use a safely harness as you climb:
read the safety harness instructions for
proper use of your safety harness. Simply
attach the rope lo the iree above the
Bushmaster XL Seat and secure it to the
harness for climbing, as shown in Figure 7. __

Step 2. Loosen the footstrap assembly
hy releasing the spring lever buckle and
sliding the green webbing through it until
you have plenty of room for your boot 1o mm
it. Step onto the treestand, placing one
foot in each foot strap and tighten the strap
over your boots by pulling on the free end
of the green strap. YOU MUST pull the
elastic heel cord around the back of your




boot, as shown in Figure 8. Al this point we recommend attach-
ing your safety harness to the
rope around the tree.

Step 3, To begin cimbing, raise
your Bushmaster XL Seat up to
about waist height and grasp the
upright arms very firmly at the top
as shown in Figure 9.

Step 4. Rest your weight with
your arms on thesgeat and disen-
gage the treestand (by rolaling the
edge againsi lhe tree down) and lift the treestand, as shown in
Figure 10.

Step 5. To re-engage the Bushmaster
XL, simply rotate the edge against the
Iree upwards, as shown in Figure 11.

DO NOT jump or bounce on the treestand
to attempt to cause it to dig inlo the tree.
It 1s not necessary and may cause you to | pijp

inadvertently disengage the treestand.

Slep 6. Now ease your weight onto
the treesland (to ensure that your have
not placed 1t on an unseen knot or limb on
the backside of the tree), then slide your
safety harness rope up the tree and

repeal steps
e

DO NOT TIP YOUR WEIGHT ONTO
YOUR TOES unless you are ready to
move the treestand because this will tend
to disengage the treestand from the tree.
The individual foot and hee! straps are
located in such
a pesition that [
equal distribu-
tion of weight
will secure the
treestand to
the tree while
climbing.

IMPORTANT NOTE: DO NOT USE
the Summit Bushmaster XL withoul a
Summit Bushmaster XL Seat or other
handclimber. A handclimber, especially
the Summit Bushmaster XL Seat, is
designed to aid you in the correct opera-
tion of the treestand while climbing by
keeping your weight away from the tree.
The Bushmaster XL Seat is also built so that it fits snugly with the
platform of the treestand for carrying.

——

Part 3. Using the Bushmaster XL Seat.
VWhen you get to your hunting height {(do not climb higher than 15
feet; it is unnecessary) and have assured that your treestand is level,
position your Bushmaster XL Seat slightly above knee leve! (slightly
lower will be more comforiable bul higher makes for less movement
when you stand.). ; i
Wrap the supplied strap with the
spring lever buckle around the free
and seat frame, as shown in Figure
12. Securely tighten the strap o
prevent the notched v-har from los-
ing centact with the tree.
With your safely harnmess attached
to the tree, above the Bushmasler
XL Seat, reach down and release
the heel cords on the treestand and slide your leet out of the straps.
Position your safely harness comfortably and carefully sit down.

The Bushmaster XL Seat will provide maximum comfort when the
seat pad is near haorizontal rather than tipped down in the front

Part 4. Climbing Down with the Bushmaster XL.
To climb down the tree after hunting, follow these steps:

Step 1. Reattach your treestand platform to your feet (with your
safety harness still securely fastened) by using the procedure in Pan
2, Ciimbing with the Bushmaster XL.

Step 2. Undo the strap that has been holding the Bushmaster XL
Seat in place.

Step 3. Place the Bushmaster XL Seat at about waist level and
grasp the upright arms as you did in
climbing (see Figure 13).

Step 4. While firmly grasping the
Bushmaster XL Seat upright arms and
resting your weight with your arms on the = =4
seal, disengage the treestand by lifting
and tipping the lop edge closest {c the
Iree downward and then lower the free-
stand (see Figure 10 again).

Step 5. To re-engage. rotate the lop
edge of the treesland closest to the tree
upwards, Now carefully place your weight
back on the treestand. DO NOT jump or
bounce on the treestand to attempt to
cause it lo dig into the tree. Itis not
necessary and may cause you to inadvertentiy disengage lhe tree-
stand.

Step 6. Slide your safety harness rope down to about chest
height and repeat steps 3-6 until you have reached the bottom of the
tree.

Part 5. Carrying the Bushmaster XL.

The Bushmaster XL and Buspmaster XL Seat are lightweight and
easy to carry as one unit.
To comhine the Bushmaster XL Seat
and Bushmaster XL Plaiform, place
the Bushmaster XL Seal top side up
on the grounc as shown in Figure
14.
Take the Bushmaster XL Plaiform
(in the same ornientation as it would
be on a tree) and keeping il flat slide
the Bushmaster XL Plalform so that
its upright braces and cable go over
the Bushmaster XL Seat side braces and cable.
Both sides of the Bushmasler XL Platform V-bar should be against
the side braces of the Bushmaster XL Seal.
Secure the Bushmasier XL Seat and Bushmaster XL Plaiform
tegether with the green sirap with the tourniquet buckle, This will
prevent making noise as you hike 1o your
hunting location. Fig 15
Use the backpack straps to carry the unit
as shown in Figure 15.

'l




READ ME FIRST ! !'!

Please read carefully BEFORE using your new

Congratulations! You have purchased the finest commercially
available lreestand on the market today. The Cobra Xtreme XL
Climting Treestand is designed and built to provide years of trouble-
free. successful hunting with a minimum of maintenance and care.

It is certified to meet the requirements of the Treestand

Manufacturers Association (TMA) Standards. This booklet is provid-

ed to you to oulline the recommended use, care, and maintenance of
your Cobra Xtreme XL climbing treestand.

* BEFORE USING ANY TREESTAND, BE SURE YOU WEAR A
SAFETY BELT OR HARNESS EVERY TIME YOU CLIMB! ! !

* DO NOT USE THIS OR ANY OTHER TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE
BEEN USING DRUGS OR ALCOHOL OR ARE PHYSICALLY
IMPAIRED JN ANY WAY!

* FOR YOUR SAFETY, DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND DURING
STORMS, WHEN TREES ARE WET OR ICY, OR ON TREES
THAT ARE LEANING OR THAT APPEAR DEAD OR DISEASED.

* DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE NOT FOLLOWED
THE MANUFACTURERS CARE AND MAINTENANCE GUIDE-
LINES!

* FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE
SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH!!

NOTE: Weight limit for this treestand is 300 Ibs.
Use of the Cobra Xtreme XL Climbing Treestand

Before each use of your Cobra Xtreme XL treestand, ALWAYS
inspect the treestand for any structural damage, cable wear or abra-
sion that may have occurred in fransporting ycur treestand. The only
assembly required is the attachment of the high traction sirips and
comfort pads, described in the later section {Attachmenis) of this
booklel.

It is strongly recommended thal you inflate the air-pillow seat and
backrest before climbing.

Locate the red oral inflation valve at the fabric opening in the corner
of the seat (or backrest).

Open the valve by gently pulling out the stem (small diameter
grooved top) from the valve body by using a very firm finger grip.
Inflate to the desired amount and then push the slem top back to
seal the air.

Do not inflate to more than half of full volume. Only a small amount
of infiation is needed for comfortable cushioning. Enough inflation to
prevent feeling the supporl straps is sufficient and provides the soft-
est seal. Over inflaion makes the seat less comfortable because it
becomes harder and it tends 1o take a more rounded shape.

A, Allach the base plalform to the Iree
first. To do this, rotate the hatch
cover out of the way. as shown in

Part 1. Attachment to the tree. —‘

Figure 1. ' -
F
B. Take one end of the cable and =
begin lo slide it down info the P ‘

tubing, as shown in Figure 2.
Once the cable is easily sliding into
the fubing (it helps to bend the
catble while pushing it), you are ready to place it in its final
position.

C. Pull the cable towards the back of
slops against the back of the
bracket, as shown in Figure 3.

D. YOU MUST rotate the hatch cover
back over the bracket so that it
locks into place, as shown in
Figure 4. If the halch cover does
not lock or snap into place,
squeeze it together while in the
open position to assure it remains snapped in place when
rotated over the bracket. e

E. If necessary, go to the other side ! ‘
of the tree and posilion the other
end of the cable by repeating the
steps of opening the hatch
cover, sliding the cable into the
tubing, and locking the hatch
cover back into pasition.

NOTE: The sole purpose of the plas-
tic coating on the cable is to elimi-
nate noise. After some use you may notice some abrasions, peeling
or possibly cracking of the coating. This
coaling does not affect the performance
or safely of your treestand. It is there to
eliminate unnecessary noise when slid-
ing the cable down into the tubing.

To ensure that your Cobra Xireme
XL is level al the height at which you will
oe hunting, observe the relative change
in the tree diameter between the base of
the tree and the final treestand height. It is very imponant to adjust
the Cobra Xireme XL base platform and seat at the base of the tree
such that the treestand base platform will be level at the height you
hunt. Trees commonly found in swamp or marsh areas have a ten-
dency to swell at their base, and these may reguire a grealer starting
angle in order for your treestand to be level at the same hunting
height as compared to a normally lapered
tree.

Usually, the front edge of the treestand
{the edge away from the lree) should be 4-6
inches higher than the edge againsl the tree
(See Figure 5). The Cobra Xtreme XL Seat
(ihe seat climber) attaches above the stand-
ing platform. The Cobra Xtreme XL Seat should also have the same
basic angle as the treestand before you begin to climb. The stand-
ing platform and climber MUST BE allached to one anclher with the
lether rope provided., as shown in Figure 6.

Part 2, Climbing with the Cobra
Xtreme XL.

Step 1. Now that your platform and
Cobra Xtreme XL Seat are altached to the
tree, you are ready to climb. Itis required
that you use a safely harness as you climb:
read the safety harness instructions for
proper use of your salety harness. Simply
attach the rope to the tree above the Cobra
Xireme XL Seat and secure il to the har-
ness for climbing, as shown in Figure 7.

Step 2. Loosen the footsirap assembly
by releasing the spring lever buckle and
sliding the green webbing through it until
you have plenty of room for your boot to fit
it. Step onto the treestand, placing ong
foot in each foot strap and lighten lhe strap
over your boaots by pulling on the free end
of the green strap. YOU MUST pull the
elastic heel cord around the back of your

———



bool. as shown in Figure 8. At this
point we recommend attaching
your safety harness to the rope
around the tree.

Step 3. To begin climbing, raise
your Cobra Xtreme XL Seat up to
about waist heigh! and grasp the
upright arms very firmly as shown in
Figure 9,

Step 4. Rest your weight with your arms on the padded bar and
disengage the treesland (by rolating the
edge against the tree down) and lift the
treestand. as shown in Figure 10.

Slep 5. To re-engage the Cobra
Xtreme XL, simply rotate the edge against —
the lree upwards, as shown in Figure 11,

DO NOT jump or bounce on the treestand

to attempl lo cause it 1o dig Into the tree.
ILis not necessary and may cause you to
inadvertently disengage the treestand.

Step 6. New ease your weight onto
the treestand (o ensure that your have
nol placed it
on an unseen
knot or llmb on
lhe backside
of ihe tree), then slide your safely har-
ness rope up the tree and repeat steps 3-
6.

[ 10

DO NOT TIP YOUR WEIGHT ONTO
YQOUR TOES unless you are ready 0
move the tree-
stand because m
this will tend to
disengage the
treestand from
the tree. The
individual foct and heel slraps are localed
in such a position that egual distribution of
weight will secure the treestand to the tree
while climbing.

IMPORTANT NOTE: DO NOT USE
the Summit Cobra Xtreme XL without a
Summit Cobra Xtreme XL Seat or other
handclimber. A handclimber, especially
the Summit Cobra Xtreme XL Seat, is
designed to aid you in lhe correct opera-
tion of the treestand while climbing by keeping your weight away
from the tree. The Cobra Xtreme XL Seat is also built so that it fits
snugly with the platform of the treestand for carrying.

Part 3. Using the Cobra Xtreme XL Seat.
YWhen you get to your hunting height {do not climb higher than 15
feet: it is unnecessary) and have assured that your treestand is level.
position your Cobra Xtreme XL Seat slightly below waist level (slight-
ly lower will be more comfortable but higher makes for less move-
ment when you stand.).
A. Wrap the supplied strap vath the
around the
tree and seat frame, as shown
in Figure 12. Securely lighten
the strap to prevent the notched
v-bar from losing contact with
the tree.

spring lever buckle

& - '
<
D Gy
B. Unhook the bunge cord that e 4
held the seat back rest secure \'_-}
while you were climbing. "Z‘
Position the seat back rest

Xtreme XL Seat back-
shown in

agains! the tree and attach the Cobra
rest with the elastic cord provided, as

Figure 13. The bunge cord will prevent the backrest

from falling forwards if you stand up.

C. With your safety harness allached
to the tree, above the Cobra Xtreme
XL Seat, reach down and release
the heel cords on {he treesland and
slide your feet out of the straps.
Position your safety harness com
fortably and carefully sit down.

The Cobra Xireme XL Seal will pro-
vide maximum comfort when the seat pad is near horizonlal rather
lhan tipped down in the front. The Cobra
Xtreme XL seat height can be easily
raised {for bowhunting) or lowered (for
gun hunting) by adjusting the metal 3-bar
slides under the seat cushion (See Figure
14). NOTE: This adjustment should be -
made while on the ground. Both sides
musl be adjusted equally so the seat is
level side to side. Sliding the two seat-
supporl straps forward or backwards gives
additional comfort adjustment.

Part 4. Climbing Down with the Cobra Xtreme XL.
To climb down the tree afier hunling, fellow these steps:

Step 1. Reattach your treestand platform to your {eel (with your
safely harness still securely fastened) by using
the procedure in Part 2, Climbing with the Cobra
Xlreme XL.

Step 2. Undo the elastic cord that has been
hoiding the Cobra Xtreme XL Seat in place and
fold the seal backrest down. Secure the back-
rest and seat as shown in Figure 15. Undc the m
sirap that has held the seat in place. -

Step 3. Place the Cobra Xtreme XL Seal at about wais! height
and grasp lhe upright arms as you did in
climbing (see Figure 16).

Step 4. While firmly grasping the
Ccbra Xtreme XL Seat upright arms, dis-
engage the treestand by lifting and lipping
the top edge closesl to the tree downward
and then lower the treestand (see Figure
10 again}.

Step 5. To re-engage, rotate the top
edge of the treestand closest to the tree
upwards. Now carefully place your weight
back on the treestand. DO NOT jump or
bounce on the treestand 1o altempt to
cause it to dig inlo the tree. It is not
necessary and may cause you to inadverlently disengage the tree-
stand.

Step 6. Slide your safety harness rope down to about chest
height and repeat steps 3-6 until you have reached the bottom of the
tree.

Part 5. Carrying the Cobra Xtreme XL.
The Cobra Xtreme XL and Cobra Xtreme XL Seat are lightweight
and easy to carry as one unit.

A. To comhbine the Cobra Xtreme XL Seal and Cobra Xtreme XL
Platform, place the Cobra Xtreme XL Platform {cp side up on the
ground as shown in Figure 17.

B. Take the Cobra Xtreme XL Seat (in the same orientalion as it
would be on a tree) and keeping
it flat slide the Cobra Xtreme XL
Seal so thal its upright braces
and cable goes under the Cobra
Xlreme XL Plalform side braces




and cable as shown in Figure 18.

C. Both sides of the Cobra Xtreme
XL Platform V-bar should be
against the side braces of the
Cobra Xtreme XL Seal.

D. Secure the Cobra Xireme XL
seat o the Cobra Xtreme XL
with the green strap with the
tourniquet buckle. This wili
preveni the Cobra Xtreme XL
and Cobra Xireme XL Seat from
making noise as you hike to your
hunting location.

E. Use the backpack straps lo carry the
unit as shown in Figure 19,

READ ME FIRST ! ! !

Please read carefully BEFORE using your new
Summit Viper XL or Summit Viper Xtreme XL
Climbing Treestand.

Cengratulations! You have purchased the finest commercially
available treestand on the market today. The Viper XL or Viper
Xtreme XL Climbing Treestand is designed and built to provide years
of trouble-free, successful huniing with a minimum of maintenance
and care. ilis certified o meet the requirements of the Treestand

Manufacturers Association {TMA) Standards. This booklel is provid-

ed to you to outline the recommended use. care, and maintenance of
your Viper XL or Viper Xtreme XL climbing treestand.

* BEFORE USING ANY TREESTAND, BE SURE YOU WEAR A
SAFETY BELT OR HARNESS EVERY TIME YOU CLIMB! ! !

* DO NOT USE THIS OR ANY OTHER TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE
BEEN USING DRUGS OR ALCOHOL OR ARE PHYSICALLY
IMPAIRED IN ANY WAY.

* FOR YOUR SAFETY, DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND DURING
STORMS, WHEN TREES ARE WET OR ICY, OR ON TREES
THAT ARE LEANING OR THAT APPEAR DEAD OR DISEASED.

* DO NOT USE ANY TREESTAND IF YOU HAVE NOT FOLLOWED
THE MANUFACTURERS CARE AND MAINTENANCE GUIDE-
LINES!

* FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY CAUSE
SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH!!

NOTE: Weight limit for this treestand is 300 Ibs.
Use of the Viper XL Climbing Treestand

Before each use of your Viper XL treesiand, ALWVAYS inspect the
lreestand for any structural damage, cable wear or abrasicn that may
have cccurred in transporting your treestand. The only assembly
required is the attachment of the high traction strips and comfort
pads. described in the later seclion (Atlachments) of this boeklel.
The Viper Xtreme XL gunrest and footrest assembly instructions are
also in the Allachments section.

it is strongly recommended that you inflate the air-pillows seat and
backrest before climbing.

Locate the red oral inflation valve at the fabric opeming in the
corner of the seat {(or backrest).

Open the valve by gently pulling out the stem {small diameiar
grooved top) from the valve body by using either a very firm
finger grip or by using your teeth

Infiate to the desired amount and then push the stem top back
to seal the air.

Do not inflate to more than half of full volume. Only a small amount
of inflation 15 needed for comfortable cushioning. Enough inflalion to
prevent feeling the support straps is sufficient and provides the soft-
est seat. Qver inflation makes the seat less comforiable because it
becomes harder and it tends to take a more rounded shape.

"
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A. Part 1. Attachment to the tree,
Attach the base platform to the tree
first. To do this, rotate the hatch
cover out of the way, as shown in

B. Figure 1. bz
Take one end of the cable and
beqin to slide it down inte the tub- s -
ing, as shown in Figure 2. Once \
the cable is easily sliding into the Ad
tubing (it helps o bend the cable while pushing 11}, you are

C. ready o place it in its final positicn,
Pull the cable towards the back of
the tree and seal one of ihe cahle

>
_

D. et. as shown in Figure 3,
YQU MUST rotate the halch cover
back over the bracket so that it
locks info place, as shown in
Figure 4. If the hatch cover does
not leck or snap into place,
squeeze it logether while in the open posilion 1o assure it

remains snapped in place when -m.u-\ll / \
]
X 3
PR

rotated over the bracket.

E. If necessary. gc o the other side
of the tree and position the other
end of the cable by repeating the
steps of opening the hatch
cover, sliding the cable into the
lubing. and locking the hatch
cover back into position.

MOTE: The sole purpose of the plas-

tic coating on the cable s tc eliminale

noise. After some use you may nolice
some abrasions. peeling or possibly
cracking of the coaling. This coating
does not affect the performance or safe-
ty of your treestand. It is there to elimi-
nate unnecessary noise when sliding
the cable down into the tubing.

To ensure that your Viper XL is level at the height at which you
will be hunting, observe the relative change in the tree diameter
between the base of the free and the final freestand height. 1t is very
imporant te adjust the Viper XL base platform and seat al the base
of the tree such that the treestand base platform will be level at the
height you hunt. Trees commonly found in swamp or marsh areas
have a tendency lo swell at their base. and these may require a
greater starting angle in order for your treestand to be leval at the
same hunting heighl as compared to a normally tapered tree.



Usually, the fronl edge of the treestand
{the edge away from the tree) should be 4-6
inches higher than lhe edge against the lree
{See Figure 5}. The Viper XL Seat {the
seal climber) attaches above the slanding
platform. The Viper XL Seal should also
have the same basic angle as the treestand
before you begin to climb. The standing
platform and climber MUST BE ailached to
one another with the tether rope provided,
as shown in Figure 6.

Figz
Part 2. Climbing with the Viper XL. I:

Step 1. Now that your Viper XL base
platform and Viper XL Seat are attached to
the lree you are ready to climb. Ilis

you climb: read the safety harness instructions
for proper use of your safety harness,
Simply altach the rope to the tree above
the Viper XL Seat and secure it to the har-
ness for ¢limbing, as shown in Figure 7.

Step 2. Loosen the footstrap assembly
by releasing the spring lever buckle and
sliding the green webbing through it until
you have plenty of room for your boot to fit
it. Step onto the treestand, placing one
foot in each fool strap and tighten the strap
over your boots by pulling on the free end i
of the green strap. YOU MUST pull
thi elastic heel cord around the
back of your bool, as shown in
Figure 8. At this point we recom-
mend attaching your safety har-
ness to the rope around the tree.

Step 3. To begin climbing, raise
your Viper XL Seat up to about
waisl height, sit on the padded bar
and firmly grasp the upnght arms as
shown in Figure 9.

Step 4. With al! of your weight on
the padded bar, disengage the tree-
stand (by rotaling the edge against the
tree down) and lift the treestand, as
shown in Figure 10,

Step 5. To re-engage the Viper XL,
simply rotale the edge against the lree
upwards, as shown in Figure 11. DO
NOT jump or bounce on the treestand
o attempt to cause it to dig into the
tree.
Itis
nol necessary and may cause you
to inadvertently disengage the tree-
stand.

Step 6. Now ease your weight
onto the treestand (to ensure that
your have not placed it on an
unseen knot or limh on the hack-
side
of the
tree),
then slide your safely harness rope up
the tree and repeat sleps 3-6.

DO NOT TiP YOUR WEIGHT
ONTO YOUR TOES unless you are
ready (o move the treestand because
this will tend lo disengage the tree-
stand froem the tree. The individual
foot and heel slraps are located in

such a posilion that equal distribution of weight will secure the tree-
stand to the {ree while climbing.

IMPORTANT NOTE: DO NOT USE the Summit Viper XL wilthout
a Summit Viper XL Seat or other handclimber. A handclimber, espe-
cially the Summit Viper XL Seat, is designed to aid you in the correct
operation of lhe treestand while climbing by keeping your weight
away from the tree. The Viper XL Seat is also built so that it fits
snugly with the platform of the treestand for carrying.

Part 3. Using the Viper XL Seat.
When you get to your hunting height (do not climb higher than 15
feet; it is unnecessary) and have assured that your treestand is level,
position your Viper XL Seat slightly below waist level (slightly lower
will be more comfortable but higher makes for less movement when
you stand.}.

A, Wrap the supplied strap wilh
the spring lever buckie arcund
the free and seat frame, as
shown in Figure 12, Securely
lighten the sirap to prevent the
nolched v-bar from losing
contact with the tree.

B. Unhook the bunge cord that
held the seal back rest secure
while you were climbing.
Position the seal back rest against the tree and altach the
Viper XL Seal backrest with the }

elastic cord provided, as shown

in Figure 13. The bunge cord will pre-

vent the backrest from

faliing forwards if you stand up.

C. With your safely harness attached
to the tree, above the Viper XL
Seat, reach down and release the
heel cords on the treestand and
slide your feel out of the straps.
Position your safetly harness com
fortably and carefully sit down.

The Viper XL Seat will provide maxi-
murmn comfort when the seat pad is near
horzontal rather than lipped down in the
frent. The Viper XL seal height can be
easily raised (for bowhunting) or lowered
{for gun hunting) by adjusting the metal 3-
bar slides under 1the seat cushicn (See Figure 14). NOTE: This
adjustment should be made while on Lhe
ground. Beth sides must be adjusted egually so
the seat is level side to side. 3liding the two
seat-support straps fonvard or backwards gives
additional comfort adjustment.

Part 4. Climbing Down with the Viper
XL.

To climb down the tree after hunting, {ol-
low these steps:

Step 1. Realtach your treestand plat- e
form to your feet {with your safety har- { Al
ness still sacurely fastened) by using s
the procedure in Part 2, Climbing with —
the Viper XL. .

Step 2. Undo the elastic cord that

has been holding the Viper XL Seat in
place and fold the seat back rest back -~
down. Secure the backrest and seat as
shown in Figure 15. ‘
Step 3. Place the Viper XL Seat at ‘
aboul knee level, sit on the padded bar,
and grasp the upright arms as you did in climbing (see Figure 16).
Step 4. While firmly grasping the Viper XL Seat upright arms.
disengage the treestand by lifting and tipping the top edge closesl o



the tree downward and then lower the treestand (see Figure 10
again).

Slep 5. To re-engage. rolale the top edge of the treestand clos-
esl to the lree upwards. Now carefully place your weight back on the
treestand. DO NOT jump or bounce on the lreestand to attempl to
cause it to dig inte the tree. I1is not necessary and may cause you
to inadveriently disengage the treestand.

Step 6. Slide your safety harness rope down to about chest
height and repeat steps 3-6 until you have reached the bettom of the
tree.

Part 5. Carrying the Viper XL.
The Viper XL and Viper XL Seat are lightweight and easy tc carry
as one unit.

A, To combine the Viper XL Seat and Viper XL Platform, place the
Viper XL Seat lop side up on the ground.

B. Take the Viper XL Platform (in the same orientation as il would
be on a tree) and place il flat
(parallel} against the top of the
Viper XL Seal as shown in
Figure 17. Keeping it flat, slide
the Viper XL Platform so that its
notched V-bar goes under and [ -
touches the side braces of the

Viper XL Seat, as shown in Figure 18.

Both sides of the Viper XL Platform

V-bar should be against the side

braces of the Viper XL Seal.

Secure the Viper XL seat to the

Viper XL with the green strap with

the tourniquet buckle. This will pre-

vent the Viper XL and Viper XL Seat
from making noise as you hike to
your hunting location.

Use the backpack straps to carry the unit

as shown in Figure 19.

Part 6. Using the Viper Xtreme XL

Seat.

NOTE: The dilference between the Viper
Xtreme XL and the Viper XL is that the
Viper Xireme XL has a reversible seat, a
gun rest and a foolrest. The assembly
instructions for the gun rest and
footrest are in the Attachments sec-
tion.

In the normal position the plaslic coat-
ed seat hook should be fully secured
onto the lip of the frame as shown in
Figure 20.

YWhen reversing the seat, to face the
ree, posilion the seat hook such that cne end is on each side of the
upright bar as shown in Figure 21,

Figure 22 shows the seat hook covered with the padded feam and
camcuflage.

Upright
har

Instruction - Attachments

Maintenance and Care

Because of the qualily construclion techniques used in manufac-
turing, your Summit treestand 1s very durable under normal hunting
conditions. However, since all hunting equipment that is exposed to
the elements requires some maintenance and care, the following
guidelines for caring for your treestand should be used.

DO NOT leave your freestand outdoors when il is not being used.
Any lubing that is allowed to fill with rainwater and freeze will rupture
and burst. DO NOT use your treestand if you allow this to occur. |f
your treestand is exposed 10 the elements, it is necessary to cover
the seat to prevent rain and maisture from saturaling the material.
This will extend the life of the seal material as well as make it more
comfertable the next time it is used.

The powder coat finish that is applied at the factory is very
durable and should need touch ups only in areas of heavy wear or
accidental impaci.

Should you damage any part of your Summit treestand. contact
your nearest authorized Summil dealer or the factory to obtain the
preper corrective action procedure and/or replacement parts for the
treestand. Unauthorized repairs, moedifications, or alterations will
void the warranty and could degrade the integrity of the treesland.

You mus! perform periodic inspections of the treestand for
damage. DO NOT use the treestand if ANY obvious or suspect-
ed damaged is observed. |t is VERY IMPORTANT to inspect the
cable on your climbing treestand {c ensure that there is no sign of
frayed, gamaged or breken strands. If ANY such damage is noliced,
you must replace your cable IMMEDIATELY. Replacement covers
for the cable are also availanle. NOTE: The plastic coating on the
cable serves ONLY as a ncise reducer. Over time your cable cover
will begin to wear. This is normal.

Look for nicks gouges, culs, cracks, bends, corrosion, etc. and
similar defects that can be the result of improper use or accidental
damage. For inslance, this could cccur if someone else used the
treestand without knowledge of its proper use. or if the treestand
were dropped, or hit by a motor vehicle. or subjected to cerrosive
conditions, etc. Summil treestands have the highest structural
integrily by design, material selection and manufacturing lechniques,
but as its owner, only your centinued care will assure trouble free
performance.

When the above-menlioned guidelines are followed, your
Summit treestand will provide years of successful hunting.

Adjustments

The only adjustmenls that may be required cn your Summit tree-
stand would be the backpack sfraps or seat height.

If the backpack straps on the back (bcttom) of the treestand
need to be shortened to fit more comfortably, simply adjust the 2
wide slraps using the 3-bar slide buckles provided to the length
desired

The Viper XL and Cobra Xtreme XL seat height can be adjusted
by means of the 3-bar slides on the seal straps. This adjustment
should be made while on the ground and both sides must be adjust-
ed equally so the seal is level side to side. {See Section 3 and
Figure 14 in the instruclions).

Attachments

Additional Instructions - Cobra XL, Viper XL and Viper XTreme XL

Enclosed in your insiruclion packet ycu will find black cable ties.
These ties are part of our conlinuing efforts to make Summit pred-
ucts easy to use and effective. These black catle lies replace the
previous method (velcre) of attaching the comfort pads ¢ the arm
rest bars. To attach the comfort pads. simply position the pads on



the arm rest bars as shown in Figure 1. Then wrap the black cable
lies around the pads in the locations shown in Figure 2 and secure
them. Full the cable ties light and cut off the loose end with scissors
or wire pliers. For the Viper XTreme XL, posilion the cable ties
labeled A and B further towards the front of the treestand (away from
the tree). Before altaching the fronl comfort pad on a Viper XTreme
XL. YOU MUST firsl position the gun rest bracket on the bar. NOTE:
The Cobra XL will only include ihe lwo short comfort pads.
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High Traction Strips. To attach the high traction strips, first lay one
strip on each of the five two-inch wide beams of the treestand plat-
form. {If tnmming is required, do so before removing the adhesive
backing). The beams should be clean, dry and free from dirt or oil.
Remove ihe adhesive backing from one strip and stick it to the mid-
dle of the beam to cover as much lenglh as pessible. Repeat this
procedure for the other strips. This applicalion should be done at a
temperature above 60 degrees.

Foot Rest (for Viper Xireme XL}. To attach the foolrest to the Viper
Xtreme XL platform, first determine that all hardware is available.
Included should be two (2) /20 x 1/ long cap screws, two (2) /.-
20 locknuts. and six (6} plastic flanged bushings. Insert four of the
plastic flanged bushings into each side of the two holes in the ends
of the footrest. Insert the remaining two in the two brackets on the
platform such that the flange is on the inboard side of the platform.
Next insert the bolts through the bushings on the footrest and into
the bushing on the bracket. After installing the nuts on the bolts,
lighten them so that there s a minimum of side-to-side play. NOTE: If
the nuls are oo tight, they will have a tendency to squeak. [f so, just
lcosen {he nuts.

Gun Rest (for Viper Extreme XL). To attach the gun rest 1o the
Viper Xtreme XL Seal bar, first determine that all hardware is avail-
able. Included should be a U-shaped bracket, two {2) plastic flanged
bushings, /:-20 x 3/, long cap screw and /:-20 locknut. Unfasten a
portion {(approximately 8 ) of the Velcro camouflage in the center of
the seal bar and slide the brackel onto the bar wilh the opening
away from the tree and the holes aligned vertically. Inserl the plastic
fianged bushings into the two holes in the end of the gun rest. The
end of the gun rest containing the bushings should then be pushed
into the bracket s0 that the holes are aligned. The boit should then
be inserted through the hotes and the lock nut installed and tight-
ened.

Tips

You will easily fearn how to use your Summit treestand more
efficiently and make it more effective for your hunting.

With proper practice you can learn to level your platlform
without climbing down to re-position the cable. Pulling the cable
against the backside of the tree while you re supporting the platform
with your legs can do this. While the cable is against the tree, posi-
tion the platform level and engage the front edge against the tree.
This puts a slight bend in the cable while keeping the platform level.
Only minor level adjustment, however, can be made using this tech-
nique.

Re-positioning your seat height or changing its posilion after sil-
ting for a long time can reduce fatigue. This will allow longer hunting
times and thereby improve your odds.

Sometimes on a cold, dry, hard bark tree a rubbing noise can be
produced at the scalloped edge that engages the tree. This comes
from friction forces. It can be eliminaled a couple of ways. First, sim-
ply re-positioning your platform slightly will in most cases eliminate
the noise. Second, a liquid or wax can be applied al the interseclion
of the tree and the scalloped edge to reduce the friction. Also, using
a file to slightly upset (roughen) the smooth melal surface contact
points on the scallops can eliminate the noise.




LIMITED WARRANTY

(A) Warranty

Summit Specialties. Inc. (Summit) warrants to the original retail purchaser that all products manutactured by it are
free from defects in material and manufacture at the time of shipment tor twelve (12) months from the date of pur-
chase. Summit will repair or replace any part found defective if the unit claimed to be defective shall be returned to
Summit. postage prepaid. within the warranty period.

This warranty shall not apply to any product which has been subjected to misuse: misapplication; neglect (including
but not limited to improper maintenance}); accident: improper installation; inodification (including but not limited to
use ol unauthorized parts or attachments), adjustment, or repait. THE FOREGOING IS IN LIEU OF ALL OTHLER
WARRANTIES, WHLTIIER EXPRESS OR IMPLILD (INCLUDING THOSE OF MERCHANTIABILITY AND
FITNESS OF ANY PRODUCT FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE), AND OF ANY OTHER OBLIGATION OR
LIABILITY ON THL PART OF THE COMPANY.

(B) Limitation of Liability

It iy expressly understood that Summit's liability for its products, whether due to breach of warranty, negligence, strict
liability, or otherwise. is limited o the repair of the produet, as stated above. and Summit will not be lable for any
other injury, loss, damagc. or expense, whether dircct or consequential, including but not limited to loss ol usce,
income. profit, or damage to material. arising in connection with the sale, installation, use of, inability 10 usc, or the
repair or replacement of, Summit's products.

Summil reserves the right to make alterations or modifications in its products at any time, which in its opinion, may
improve the performance and efficiency ol the product. It shall not be obligaled to make such alterations or modifi-
cations to products alrcady in service.

Please fill oul the warranty card below and return to:
SUMMIT SPECIALTIES, INC.
P.O. Box 786
Decatur, AL 35602
Don’t forget our EXCLUSIVE ACCESSORIES ORDER LINE!!
Order replacement/spare parts for your Summit treestand
or our new video ($9.95 plus $2 s&h, kills include elk, bear
and deer) over the phone!!

Call (256) 260-2125 (replacement/spare parts only, please.)

Cul Alomg Desed Lane Cut Alomg Deted Line

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Warranty Card for Summit Treestand

Please complete and retum witlin 13 days trom date of purchise

Treestand Purchased: _ Viper XL __ Viper XTreme X1 __ Cobra XL __ Bushmaster XL

Owners Name - Street Address R
City __ State ZIP Phone ( )

Dute Purchased _ Purchased From (Dealer Name) Price $ _
You heard about us through: __Magazine Advertisement  __Video __I'riend __I purchased your catalog

__Other- Please explam




